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Dear Friends of the Caring Ambassadors Program, 

Since the time of its inception in 1997, the spirit of the Caring Ambassadors Program has been one of 

collaboration, driven by the notion that we are capable of so much more together than any one of us can 

accomplish alone.  The Caring Ambassadors Program has come to know many friends and collaborators over 

the past 10 years, and it has been our honor to work with them in service of those living with lung cancer or 

chronic hepatitis C.   

Over the past decade, the Caring Ambassadors Program has been invited into the lives of more than 20,000 

people who have been affected by lung cancer or hepatitis C.  Even as we look back on 10 years since the 

founding of the Caring Ambassadors Program, there is an undeniably more compelling force that always pulls 

our eyes forward to the work ahead.  While we are always aware that change is something we strive for on a 

population -based scale, we also recognize that the unit of change is the individual.  Hence, the theme of this 

ÒÅÐÏÒÔȟ Ȱ4ÅÎ 9ÅÁÒÓ %ÍÐÏ×ÅÒÉÎÇ #ÈÏÉÃÅȟ (ÅÁÌÔÈȟ ÁÎÄ 7Ållness ɂ /ÎÅ ,ÉÆÅ ÁÔ Á 4ÉÍÅȢȱ 

I am pleased and honored to share with you some of the highlights of the past year against the backdrop of 

ÔÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÆÉÒÓÔ ΫΪ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ  4ÈÅ #ÁÒÉÎÇ !ÍÂÁÓÓÁÄÏÒÓ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÈÁÓ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÄ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈȟ 

something we celebrate not for its own sake but because it enables us to expand the reach of our efforts in 

service of the lung cancer and hepatitis C communities.  

As we embark on the next decade, the Caring Ambassadors Program mission remains the beacon that guides 
us: empowering people living with long-term diseases through information, awareness, and advocacy.  We 
thank our donors and supporters ɀ we could do nothing without you.  And we thank those that allow us into 
their lives; we thank you for teaching us how to better serve the community by sharing your challenges and 
experiences with us.  
        Sincerely and With Best Wishes for Your Health, 
         
 
         
 

Tina M. St. John, MD 
Executive Director and Medical Director 

 

222000000777   AAAtttlllaaannntttaaa   LLLuuunnnggg   CCCaaannnccceeerrr   AAAwwwaaarrreeennneeessssss   RRRuuunnn   &&&   WWWaaalllkkk   
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That was thené 

 

Behind every new adventure is moment of choice ɂ and so it was with 

the founding of the Caring Ambassadors Program in 1997. 

In 1993, Mr. Ken Giddes was diagnosed with lung cancer.  After an 

ÅØÔÅÎÓÉÖÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔȟ +ÅÎȭÓ ÃÁÎÃÅÒ ÁÐÐÅÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÒÅÍÉÓÓÉÏÎ 

and he pondered how to use his experience to benefit others.   

Armed with a strong belief in the power of people helping people, Ken 

and his employer, Republic Financial Corporation, conceived the idea of 

establishing a program to help people struggling with life-threatening 

illnesses obtain the support, help, and information they need.  In 1997, 

Ken and his employer turned their inspiration into reality.  The Caring 

Ambassadors Program was founded with the simultaneous establishment 

of its first disease-specific program, the Caring Ambassadors Lung Cancer 

Program.      

 

In 1999, the opportunity for choosing to turn life -threatening news into hope 

for many again presented itself when Mr. Randy Dietrich, one of the chief 

executives of Republic Financial Corporation, was diagnosed with chronic 

hepatitis C.  Together, the decision was made to establish another disease-

specific program modeled after the Caring Ambassadors Lung Cancer Program; 

and hence, the Caring Ambassadors Hepatitis C Program was founded.  The 

Caring Ambassadors Program was subsequently incorporated and established 

as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit public charity in 2001. 

Ken Giddes and Randy Dietrich have been the mentors of the Caring 

Ambassadors Program, embodiment s of all it means to be a Caring Ambassador 

ɂ reaching out to others who are struggling to optimize their wellness in all 

stages of a long-term, life-threatening illness.    

The mission of the Caring Ambassadors Program has stayed true since its 

inception, working for the past decade alongside patients, families, donors, 

collaborators, decision-makers and the many stakeholders in this work. 

TTTeeennn   YYYeeeaaarrrsss   EEEmmmpppooowwweeerrriiinnnggg   CCChhhoooiiiccceee,,,   HHHeeeaaalllttthhh,,,   aaannnddd   WWWeeellllllnnneeessssss   ̄̄̄    
OOOnnneee   LLLiiifffeee   aaattt   aaa   TTTiiimmmeee   

CCCaaarrriiinnnggg   AAAmmmbbbaaassssssaaadddooorrrsss   PPPrrrooogggrrraaammm:::      111999999777   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   222000000777   

 

Ken Giddes, Founder 
Caring Ambassadors Lung Cancer Program 

Randy Dietrich, Founder 
Caring Ambassadors Hepatitis C Program 
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222000000777   HHH III GGGHHHLLLIII GGGHHHTTTSSS   

CCCaaarrr iii nnnggg   iii sss   ttt hhheee   BBBrrr eeeaaattt hhh    ooofff    LLLiii fffeee   
LLLuuunnnggg   CCCaaannnccceeerrr    AAAwwwaaarrr eeennneeessssss   MMM ooonnn ttt hhh    

   
TTThhheee   HHH eeepppaaattt iii ttt iii sss   CCC   EEEpppiii dddeeemmmiii ccc   aaattt    aaa   CCCrrr iii ttt iii cccaaalll    
CCCrrr ooossssssrrr oooaaadddsss:::   FFFaaacccttt sss   aaannnddd   SSSooolll uuuttt iii ooonnnsss   
CCCooonnngggrrr eeessssssiii ooonnnaaalll    BBBrrr iii eeefff iii nnngggsss   

   
WWWiii ttt hhh   EEEvvveeerrr yyy   BBBrrr eeeaaattt hhh:::      AAA   LLLuuunnnggg   CCCaaannnccceeerrr    GGGuuuiii dddeeebbbooooookkk    

   
HHH eeepppaaattt iii ttt iii sss   CCC:::   SSSttt iii lll lll    ttt hhheee   SSSiii lll eeennnttt    EEEpppiii dddeeemmmiii ccc,,,   
AAAmmm eeerrr iii cccaaannn    PPPuuubbblll iii ccc   HHH eeeaaalll ttt hhh    AAAssssssoooccciii aaattt iii ooonnn    

   
LLLuuunnnggg   CCCaaannnccceeerrr    AAAwwwaaarrr eeennneeessssss   RRRuuunnn    &&&   WWWaaalll kkk    

   
HHH eeepppaaattt iii ttt iii sss   CCC   CCCooouuunnnssseeelll iii nnnggg   aaannnddd   SSScccrrr eeeeeennn iii nnnggg   
WWWaaattt eeerrr fff rrr ooonnn ttt    BBBlll uuueeesss   FFFeeesssttt iii vvvaaalll ,,,   PPPooorrr ttt lll aaannnddd   

   
MMM ooorrr eee   TTThhhaaannn    333555000,,,000000000   III nnn ttt eeerrr nnneeettt    SSSeeessssssiii ooonnnsss   


